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Newspeople

UNICEF consultant
teaches global views

Susan Fonmtain is a firm believer in the
concept of “global education,” and she is
currently visiting Japan to spread the gospel.

Visiting classrooms in Tokyo and Miyagi-
ken, the 40-year-old U.S. educator tries to teach
stadents that there are -
many different cul-
fures and opinions and
that they should be
sensitive o and aware
of the differences.

During a stop at
a primary school,
Fountain broke the
ice by telling a
class of second
graders o form groups with stndents
“born in the same month as you were
born,” Students began walking around the
room, calling out “January,” “February,”
“March.”

Fountain then asked the students to
form groups with “people who like to do
the same things as you do.” New groups
were established.

“These kinds of classrooms exercises
help students become aware that they be-

long to a variety of different groups,”
Fountain said.

A graduate of Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, N.'Y., Fountain taught
kindergarten for eight years in the United
States before landing a job at an interna-
tional school in Geneva.

Since 1991 she has been working as an
educational consultant for UNICEF, de-
veloping teaching materials for multicul-
tural education programs.
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