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Seminar uses photos to teach values in schools and companies

Photos can be used in almost every class-
room situation to make students rethink
their ways of looking at the world.

By KAZUNAGA FUKUSHIMA
Asahi Evening News

hotographs can be

used effectively as

teaching aids in high

schools, colleges and

companies, partici-
pants at a recent seminar on
using pictures learned.

Methods for introducing
photographs into classes and
other educational scenes
were presented at the YMCA
International Center in Kan-
da, Tokyo.

About 100 teachers, univer-
sity students and non-govern-
mental organization members
learned the method while ac-
tually experiencing the class-

Roslyn McDonald lectures on using photos in the classr

es given by lecturers. The
seminar was sponsored by

the Tokyo-based Internation-

al Education Resource & In-
novation Center, a non-profit
organization promoting inter-
national understanding.

They also learned that pho-
tos can also be used for play-
ing an important role in acti-
vating discussions within
groups to solve common
problems.

Keiichi linuma, a teacher at
Seijo Gakuen Primary School,
demonstrated how to use pho-
tographs in company orienta-
tions. The goal of the orienta-
fions is for newcomers to learn
the importance of cooperation
and self-assertion.

linuma taught participants
how to learn the differences
between facts and imagination
in photographs. He also ex-
plained how to solve specific
problems through cooperation.

linuma first divided about
30 participants into six
groups. He then gave each
group a set of 10 photographs
showing people from Nepal,
Israel, Holland, and other
countries around the world.
Each photograph showed a
family and all of their belong-
ings set outside in front of
their houses.

In the first part of the lec-
ture, he had all the partici-
pants select their favorite pic-
ture and explain why they
chose it to the other mem-
bers of their group.

Each group then loocked at a
picture from the Netherlands
from among the 10 pho-
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tographs, and spoke about
the interesting facts they
found.

“There are eight members
in the family, including three
children and a grandmother.
They have a car, a sofa and a
refrigerator,” one man said.

Then, each group comment-
ed on the photograph, letting
their imaginations run away
with them.

“The family are not very
poor considering their be-
longings. All members of the
family are smiling. They
seem to be friendly and famil-
iar with neighbors. They are
a three-generation family.
The grandmother might be a
teacher at a nearby school,
judging from her look on face
and her belongings. The fami-
ly maybe earn money by
cross-border smuggling on
bicycles.” )

linuma said a photograph is
not necessary a record.
Sometimes the photograph
has a certain message unto it-
self. :
Katsunori Sato, a teacher at
junior high school affiliated
with Joetsu University of Edu-
cation in Niigata Prefecture
said, “Such a class can be
conducted in group-oriented
situations. I am now working
on revising the curriculum in
my school. The demonstra-
tion gave me a hint on how to
create a new curriculum.”

Iinuma then had each group
put the set of photographs in
order of how wealthy the fam-
ilies appeared. The groups
had to come to a consensus
within 30 minutes.

However, the task was so
difficult, none of the groups
made the deadline.

They could not agree on a
definition of “wealth.” Most
members could not decide
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Participants at a seminar attempt to put family photographs on a desk by order of wealth.

whether wealth was judged
by belongings, or the spirit.

“If you want to decide the
order without opposition, you
should apply specific stand-
ards such as the expressions
on the family’s faces, their be-
longings, security, the sur-
roundings, food and other
factors. Then all the members
must agree on one standard,”
linuma said.

“The lecture was conducted

to make the participants
aware of diversity in their
‘sense of values.” And to make
them rethink ‘their own
sense of values.’

“This kind of class is effec-
tive for training newcomers
to companies,” he added.

Roslyn McDonald, from
World Vision-Australia’s educa-
tion department, a British non-
governmental organization de-
signing environmental projects

around the world, demonstrat-
ed how to use photographs as
teaching materials.

She also divided about 30
attendants into six groups
and distributed a set of seven
photographs showing people
and landscapes in underde-
veloped nations, including
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Su-
dan, Somalia and Kenya.
Each group selected a photo-
graph which showed poverty

the most clearly. Then a rep-
resentatives explained their
group’s choice to the other
participants.

In Australia, photos are fre-
quently used in brainstorm-
ing, she said. They are also
used in primary school social
studies classes to teach the
importance of international
understanding, as well as ge-
ography and economics class-
es in high schools.



